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Another hitsh has occarred iu the

phn to raise the battleship Maine sank
at Havana harbor in 1S98. Congress
recently appropriated $100,000 to raiec
tin vassal, but according to a statement

given oat yesterday by the War Depart-
xmnf, it may take half a million dollars
or more to defray the cost of raising the

w'eefc. Secretary of War Dickinson

yesterday callod tie attention of the
H jch'j to a letter to him, dated last Sat-
a-day from Chief Eopineer Marshall, of
t >e army, saying the work couid not be
doie for the $100,000, nor can the

amount be "economically and effectively
expended in initial work." General
Marshall aaid the best plan would be to

baild a coffer dam arouad the wreck and

pu-cp it oat, thin permitting the re¬

moval of tie bodies aid a thorough ex¬

amination of the hull, Socrotary Dick- j
in ion makes no recommendation. The
Maine will never be raised so long an

some menj now in authority have their

wiy, for tha reason that it might be1
shown that the ship was blown np from
the inRide.

A general strike of the members of
the Clerks' Union of the Norfolk and

Wtst rn Railway system, involving 600

men, was ordered at Roanoke yesterday
by the general committee of the udIod.
The demands made upon the company
by the clerks Incladed a 10 per cent
raise in salary, classification of clerks,
seniority of promotion, 30 days' leave of
absence limit, annual vacation with pay,
one hour for meals, right of appeal in

case of discharge or discipline, annual

passes to be granted to clerks after five

years of service, exense from duty as far

as possible cn Sundays and holidays.
The demands were refosed, the com¬

pany evidently believing that should
they bo complied with the next demand
would be ttast rach clerk be made a di¬

rector in the company and be given a

block of Btcck.
Congress has beeo asked for an

appropriation of $9,000 in order that
the Slate, War sod Navy Departments
may go in(o the ice tuiiness. The!
secretaries of these department* have

claimed that ice manufactured by pri¬
vate iaterreta is so expensive that this

government will save mosey by making
ita own supply, In « commuoication
addrpssed to the Senate yesterday, secre¬

taries Kocx, Dickinson and Meysr joio
In a request for the appropriation. They
watt $5,000 with which to install an

ice minking machine in their building,
and $4,000 with which to baild a foun¬

dation for it. Should the government
go into the ice bnainm it will not take

long to show that government made ice
in the most expensive that was Ever

frozen.

Attorneys for the "defense" in the,
Ballioger investigation are today ec-

gaged in a process nf calming down Os¬
car Lawler, assistant attorney general
for the Interior Department. Oa the
stand yesterday Liwlcr was so explosive;
in hia wrath and so bit tar in his denun¬
ciation of the "prosecution," including
James R. Garfield, Giflord Pinchct,
Glavis and ICerby, as to nullify what*
ever cfiect his testimony hud as to facts.
He made the worst witness Secretary
Ballinger has yet bad, becsme of his!
inability to control bis temper. The
Buavest of questions brought forth tor-

renti of abase from Lawler, and

be even went so for at one time to yell
that Attorney Brandeis was a liar. The
uocoolrolled acger of Lawler was in

Btriking contrast to the quiet force'ulnesa
of Stenographer Frederick M. Ke^
Even Ballinger pattisaoa admitted he
was the best witness for the "prosecu¬
tion" which has yet testified before the
committee. L. R. Glavis had weeks of

preparation and stndy before be told his

atnry. Naturally he made a splecdid
witnes?.

As anticipated the Alabama stats
democratic convention declared yester¬
day for local option, a liberal kf.itude
toward capital, the repeal of any of th?
drastic prohibition laws of the present
legislature that invade the rigtt* of trial
by jury, and more effective and protec¬
tive mining Ihws. Of the prohibition
policy, Emmett O'Neal, nominee for

governor, in his speech of ecceptacce,
said : "If Ihe policy of siate-wide pro¬
hibition is to be maintained, we must

purge from the sUtotes those provisions
which invade constitutional guarantees
and violate well emblished legal rightB."
The Alabamiana appear to be coming to

their sober senses again.
Although the election for the next

governor of Virginia will not be held for
over three years yet at least five candi¬
dates for the position are already in the
field. These gentlemen evidently be¬
lieve that tbe early bird catches the
worm. Ioftmces are known, however,
when the early bird has been cangbt.

Returns from yea'.erday's election in
Denver indicate that the wrti have car-

ried the city by at least 15,000 majority.
.The council will be heavily democratic.

From Washington.
Waahingtoo, May 18

Charles O'Neil, private Jeoldier now

onder death watch at Fort LeBvenwoitb
Priaon for the killing of his sweetheart
Minnie Sbardeno, today was given a

comnou ation of sentence by President
Taft. He will serve a life sentence lor
the killing.
At the reqaest of S?nator PerkiuB,

the naval appropriat on bill was today
recomml tid by ibe Senate t) tbe com*

mi'.tie on naval affairs. Mr. Perkins
said it waa desired to inclade some

amendments not made a pert of the bill
when reported.

President Ta!t today sent word to the
Senate insurgent* denying tbe stories
now in circulation, that tbe president in
conferences with regular senators and
with newspaper men has attacked the
intu gents in language more emphatic
tban polite.
A fo3;ure of tbe great intarnational

gu iday bchool convention, which will
begin its sessions here tomorrow and
continue for a week, will be an immense
parade of adult male Bible class mem¬

bers. It is expected that fully ten
thousand delegates will be in line, rep-
resentating practically every country of
the world. They will march down
Pennsylvania Avenne to the Oapitil
where they will be reviewed by tbe exe-

cu.ive officers and toe maoy women del-
gatjs. President Tafi will deliver an

address of welcome to the delegates
tomorrow night and Mr. John
Wanamaker, ot Philadelphia, will greet
them on behalf of the Sunday wcbools
of tbe Uuited States. Rev. Dr. Greene,
of this city; Bev. Dr. J. Monroe Gib-
aon, of England; Blsbop Yoitsu Honda,
of Japin, and Blsbop Joseph 0 Hnrt-
aell, ot Africa, will also make addre?B s.

Meetings will be held during the week
at every church in this city conducted
by pulpit orators from all corners of tbe
earth.
Commander Gilmer has served notice

on tbe commanders of the Madrlz and
Estrada forces and on Irias for the pur¬
pose of protecting the lives and property
of Americans, foreigners and non-com-
batantg. Tbe reasons for this action are

that there are no armed forces in B.ua-
fieids itself and tbe bombardment of tbe

city cculd only result ia tbe destruction
of property and tbe useless endangering
of lives. Estrada has refused tosunender
and a struggle seems inevitable.
The resignation of Hear Admiral

Rogers, which Secretary Meyer has
dropped like a bomb into tbe ranks of
the recalcitrant stiff officers of the navy
who bave opposed bis reorganization plan
will probably have its eltermath in Con¬
gress before the incidect is entirely clos¬
ed. Tbe majority of tbe members of tbe
congressional committees have been in
sympathy with the »t*ffpoint of view, as

opposed to that of tbe line, and it is
quite likely that tbey will want to
truow why the paymBsier genera] has
been deposed. Such action would prob¬
ably avert tbe skako up in the bureau
oftupplies and accounts eavo boidc of
enbordinatea to Admiral Rogers who are

threatened with tbe wrath of the secretary,
Decpite tbe assertion tbat tbe reason for
the cutting of the paymaster general do
not antedate March 2, there ia a general
anwilliogness to believe tbat hU opposi¬
tion to the Meyer reorganization plan
and hia open criticism of it before tbe
congressional committees before tbat time
did not have much to do with it Secre¬
tary Meyer insists tbat Admiral Rogers'
downfall is due to his refusal to obey his
orders io bringing tbe naval snpply fuad
witbin the legal limits and tbe inefficiency
of tbe accounting system of tbe bureau.
But before the illegality of tbe present
sapply fnnd was discovered it wa& inti¬
mated tbat Paymaster General Rogers
wculd go. Rear Admiral Capps, tbe
chief constructor of tbe navy, was under
ibe ban for tbe same reason, but be did
not carry on the fight, apparently with
the same persistency as Admiral Rogers.
Whatever tbe results, the line and staff
fight is likely to be carried to OmgreBa
and break out with renewtd vigor. Many
naval officers are on the anxious seat,
and numerous orders for sea doty are

expect°d,
A republiosn c incus to consider to

postal savings bank legislation will be
held in tbe H'.use early next week.
There ia some difference of opinion
among the republicans as to the pre¬
visions of the bill and the leaders hit
upon tbe caucus plan rather than to

bring the bill itto the Home until tbe
trne republican sentiment unknown.

While retnrning from a political
meeting near Wheeling, W. Va , early
today tbe automobile containing U. 8.
Senator Scott, and several stste politi¬
cians, dashed over a high embankment
nnd all the occupants were injured,
Senator Scott was considerably bruised,
but bis injuries are not serious.
Tbrongb a tripartite offer of media¬

tion on the part of the United States,
Brazil and the Argentine Republic the
war crlBis between Peru and Ecuador
has, it is believed, been averted. It is
reported tbat both countries are ready to
accept if tbey have not already acoepted
the offer.
Frederick M. Kerby, the stenographer who

was discharged by Secretary .Ballinger for
making public the facts concerning the prep¬
aration of the famous "JLawler draft" of the
president's letter exonerating Ballinger, went
to the Interior Department this afternoon and
cleared his desk. Kerby was greeted cordial¬
ly by his formir fellow worker* and his
visit was withcnl sny untoward incident. He
did not sea Seore'ary Ballinger or Oscar
Lawler.

Charged with Unbecoming Conduct.
Manila, May 18 . Uader arrest in

quarters &t Fort McKinley, Lieotenact
Colonel Robert E. Ames was t iday
served with charges of conduct uobt-
coming an officer and prejudicial to mili¬
tary discipline and will be court mnr»

t'aled Bt once.
This action follows the verdict of the

civil authorities that Lieutenant Clarence
M. Janney, of Colonel Ames' regiment,
the Twelftn Infantry, committed Buicide
during a dinner party ana dance at
Colonel Amea' hcuse on M»rch 12.
There were rumors that the lieutenant
had been killed, but 1 he civil investi¬
gators and a court of ioquiry agreed that
be killed himself.

Toere were also rumors at the time
of trcu^le between tbe coiond and
Lieot?nent Janney, because of tbe form¬
er's alleged attentions to tbe wife of hia
subordinate.

Refnsed to Obey Strike Order
Lynchburg, Va., May 18.Clerk* in

the local offices ot theNorloik and Wett
em Railwey today refused to obey the
strike order issued by the union officials
to enforce demands for a shorter work
da? aod increased wages.

In a local option election held in Den«
ver Col., yesterday the city went wet.

Excitement About Comet.
Richmond, V."., May 18.-.Negro ex*

borters are holding services in the streets
here today working their auditors into
paroxyisms of terror with dire prophecy
tbat the end of the world la almost at

hand. Early this morning little bands
of superstitious black men and women

congregated on the streets and prayed
londiy for deliverance and salvation. In
several of the churches in the vicinity,
where the negroes are even more super-
st tic ua than here, special services are

being held in an endeavor to avert by
prayer the calamity which all aeem to
believe is ceitain to follow the contact of
:he earth wifb the tail of Halley's comet
tonight.
The fear while general, has resulted in

the development of a marked denomina¬
tional feeling. Negroes of one faith believe
tbat thoso of hia faith alone will be saved.
As a result Baptista are urging Metho-
daata to come over and vice versa. Both
are uiing strenuous efforts to pureuade
non-church members to "get religion"
and their efforts are meeting with no

small success.
Marked evidence of the effect of the

comet on the morals of the population of
color was shown by the police court
docket this morning. Usually crowded
with men and women charged with
every variety of peity offences, today
found this ccurt almost empty. For the
present at least the petty thievery and
drockeness has been done away with.
Negro saloons and resorts might as weli
close their doors, for there are no cus¬

tomers.
All this, however, is severely felt by

the whites, many of whom were bard
put this morning to secure their break¬
fasts.

Servants failed to put in their ap¬
pearance, nor could any amount of coax¬

ing persuade them to return to their
menial duties.

"D6e, boney, I got to look after mab
scul, aa' I'm got no time for nothin'
else," was the way oae old mammy ex¬

pressed herself when implored by her
mfstresB, a yonng Richmond society
woman whom she bad nursed, to return
to work. And this seems to be the
general at i ude among the darkeye,
The more educated class of negroes

are difguated with what they term "dem
fool carryinB* on," and have attempted
to rout superstition with many more or

leaa feasible arguments. Their efforts
are generally futile.
New York, May 18..Dr. Harold

Jacoby, Rutherford Professor of Agron¬
omy at Colombia University, writes as

follows for the United Press: "The
proof of the podding is in the eating,
and the proof of astronomy is in what
will happen tonight when the earth will
probably pass through the comet's tail.
Astronomers have made their deduc¬
tions as accimtily as they knew how,
but everyone will have personal know¬
ledge of the exact truth by midnight.

"The comet can no ionger be seen in
the morning sky. Henceforth it will be
visible only in the western sky in the
evening directly abov* the point where
the eon seta.

"This appearaace will take place every
night for six weeks beginning tomorrow.
Tue clearness with which the comet may
be viowed will depend on the blackness
of the skies. The moon, which will be
full by May 24, will interfere with the
view until that date. During the first
and second week in June, it 1b likely,
the count should be seen in all of iB
glory then it will gradually disappear.
"By the end of June the comet will

have disappeared not to return for 76
years, The current visit bad aroused
the greatest popular interest and astrono¬
mers expect as a result there will bo a

stimulus in the science of astronomy
which will bear fruit iu new discoveries
and inspire the young to follow Halley's
example.
"One benefit has resulted from the

widespread discussion of the visitor, tbat
is the world bas been rid of much saper-
ftition tcuchiog tbe end-of-the-world
problem.

Wilkesbarre, Pa-, May 18..Deter¬
mined to die with their wives and child¬
ren in the event of destruction of tbe
earth today by Halley's comet, thou¬
sands of miners in tbe anthracite region
refased to go down the mines.

Boston, May 18..The mooted ques¬
tion about tbe composition of tbe head
of Halley's comet will be settled soon,
according to Profassor 0. 0. Vendell,
of Harvard. There bas been consider¬
able dispute aa t) whether the head is
solid or gaBeous.
"When the head of tbe comet passes

across tbe face of the aun," said Pro*
fessor Wendell, "any Bolid matter will
be distinctly visible. Observers In the
Orient shGuld be able to determine de¬
finitely the composition of tbe oomet.
I expect no unufual phenomena ns the
eatth passes through the comet's unless
it be a reddiah glow in the aky.'J

Harvard professors are unanimous in
their declaration tbat the earth will
pass unscathed tbrongh the comet's tail.

Professor Pickering declares there
need be no fear frem the comet. "A
comet app?ars at least three times a

year," he said today, and Halley's
comet is no more baleful in effect than
any other."

Pari*, May IS .French Aetrooomera
have failed to reaature tbe public re¬

garding the harmleas nature of the
cyanogen gaa in the tail of Halley's co¬

met, and hundreds of peupie today raided
tbe chemlBis' shops and bcught their
entire supply of oxygen gas, t) be used
tooffaet tbe feared efleotof the cyancgap.
New York, May IS..All day revival

services arc in progress in a negro church
on the wee' aide, in the Sao Juan Hiil
dialrict Tje cbu ci m:mbersbip la ex¬

pected to ba doubled and tha minister
declared today tbat be|expected to take
in enough money fromjjthe new worship-
pera to pny eft a $500 mortgage on hi>.
chnrcb. He ia a grant talieverin tbe m:«

teriai benefits of tbe present visit of Ha.'-
ley's comet.
He is not alone in that belief. Sellers

of pcstal cards bearing representations of
tbe end of tbe earth have also reaped a

modest harvest through the comet agita¬
tion. But the real baiveaiers, tbe men

who will gather crops where no one ever
sowed before will reap theirs tonight.

Root garden parties have engaged
space at every big hotel tinight. Special
menus are provided and like the revals
that mark New Year's eve in this city,
they include gastronomies! triumphs of
tbe hotei chefs. And tables] can only
be secured by these who buy wine. A
quart to each person is the minimum.

Jackson, MIbs., May 18.The fact
th&t tbe 6»rth fa to pass throngb the tail
ot Misto Halley's comet tonlghi has
aronsed the superstitious southern darkey
to feverish excitement and in many
places throughout tbe Bonth church rer-

| vices are being i»eid today, For two

weeks tbe negroes have raada tbe night
bidet u? with their shooting and singing.
Mao7 have du^ cellars where they will
hide tonight while the more superstitions
have prepared for tbe end of tbe world.
Peculiar phenomena appeared yesterday
afternoon in the heavens in tbe form of
an amor?. Negroes dropped their work
in tbe fields and ran to their churches.

Atlanta, Gi., May IS..A. strange
sect, numbering 300, who live in tbe
hills outside of Atlat.U, today barricaded
themselves in a cave there. They de¬
clare tbat the end of the worid will
come tonigbt, and they will BpeDd tbe
intervening time in prayer.
The panic over tbe approach of the

comet baa Bpread to tbe convicts in the
federal prison here. For the first time
in the history of the prison a class of
convicts was confirmed today by tbe
Catholic bishop of this diocese, ^ssistedby a number of prifa's.

News of the Day.
Forest fireB which have been ragiog

in the Ridgway, Pa., for several days
were today checked by showers but tbe
damage is declared to be heavy.

Mr. James Barton Key, 57 years old,
tbe only surviving male decendant bear¬
ing the same name of Francis Scott Key,
artbor of "The Star Spangler Banner,"
died Monday in New York, where be
had been living for a number of years.

Every gueft of tbe Hotel Adams, at
Phoenix, Ariz., destroyed by fire last
night, is acccuatedfor today. Only one
latality resulted. Ralph HarviB, of
Draper, S D., dropped dead from heart
disease when the fire waa discovered.
Tbe loea is estimated at $27,000.
A resolution waa adopted by tbe dele¬

gates today to the convention of Ameri¬
can Asaociat'on of Bailroad Macbaniets
at Cleveland, Ohio, authorizing the
machinists on the Baltimoro and Ohio
to extend their strike into every branch
of that railroad.

While trying to disectangle a cow
caught by a fallen wire on a country
road nearStrauatown, Pa., today, Wal
ter Heiater waa shocked to death and
JohnGraeff was probably fatally injured.
The cow we# killed. S

Paymaster General Eustace B. Rogers,
U. S. N., cbiefof the bureau of supplies
and accounts of the Navy Department,
will resign within tbe next lew weeks.
Alleged improper management of tbe
navy tupply fund and dlsobedleoce ol
order*, amounting, in the opinion of
Secretary of the Navy Meyer, almost to
insubordination, are the main causes of
biB downfall. In naval circles it is gen¬
erally believed tbat his resignation wa*
demanded. Rogers' honesty or integrity
are not questioned.

The Explosion la Canton.
Oat/tm, Ohio, May 18 .Coroner H.

A. March and American Shett and Tin
Plate officials today began an investiga¬
tion of yesterday's boiler explosion at
the Bteel tiu t plant. Fourteen men were
killed and Bevernl of the thirty it jared
were near death this morning.
To the force of its destruction tbe ex¬

plosion added several uoumal features.
The body of Romane B>yer, Roumanian
ash hauler, waa blown like a cannon ball
700 feit from tbe plant through the
front of a residence, tearing cleanly
tbrooRb both walls, through the fence of
an adjacent yard and into the ground in
a furrow. It left a trial of blood aloog
tbe front wall of the room and demolish¬
ed a cot
Tbe larger part of one of tbe boilers,

weighing several tons, wbb hurled one
thousand feet over the top of a building
fifty feet high Into a field beyond.
A twl&tid steel bar dropped like a

bomb through the roof of a residence
300 feet awav, tearing a bed to pieces.

Assittsnt Superintendent Howard Rex
declared tbe boilers were inspected re¬cently, and found to be in good condi¬
tion.
Tbe first though of tbe foreigners was

tbat Halley's comet hed hit the earth.
For days tae approach of May 18 has
been a foremost topic in tbe camp. Wben
the concussion shook the ground and tbe
fUmes lit up the sky, men, women and
children joined in crying: "The comet!
Tbe end of tbe world 1"

Condition Critical.
Toulon, May 18..Tbe c mditlon of the

fieberman wbo was assaulted by two offi¬
cers of the United States cruiser New
Ycrk when he tried to over-charge them
for rowing them totbeir vessel, was mnch
worse today, and his recovery is said to
b doubtful.
The prefect maritime ia investigating

the complaint of the fisherman and will
make a lull report to the commander of
tbe New York. The names of the offi¬
cers have not been disclosed.

Searching for Incendiariea.
New York, May 18..Every effort ia

being mada by the police and fira mar¬
shal to apprehend the incendiarieB wbo
set fire to tbe brine, 78 Sullivan street,
early today, causing three deaths. The
fi*e was marked by heroic rescues of
most of tbe occopants by policemen and
citizens who diocovared the blize. They
declare that kerosene had been poured
on the halls and stairs. The fire spread
so rapidly tha- tbe inmates had to be
taken oat of the windows. Vincenzo de
B'aso, bis wife and eigbt-yeRr-nld dangh-
tar, O are, living on tbe top floor were
bnrncd to death. Two sonB, James and
Anthony, were rescued.

Battle imminent.
Washington, May 18..The port of

B'u field, Nicaragua, the la>t stronghold
of tbe inBargent', fs awaiting bombard¬
ment and the final battle ia expected t.-
day. Consul Mcflitt, in dispatches to
the Ftste Department today reports that
the Venus commanded by Irias with 300
men and mounted guis, arrived at tour
o'oclock on tbe afternoon of t»e 16tb.
Irias demanded tbe Bnrrender of Blue-
fields the custom htuse and the Buff.
Tbe notice was Betved on Estrada
through tbe medium of the American
consulate and the gunboat Padncah. If
the demand is refused Bluefielda and tbe
Bluff will be bombarded. Tbe time baa
probably already expired and it is now
believed the bat le is on.

OHIO POLITICS.
In tbe Ohio primary elections yetter-

day a majority of the republican "regu¬
lars" In Congress were renominated.

Ralph D. Cole, republican representa¬
tive from the Eighth district, was de¬
feated for a renominatlon by Frank B.
Willis, who ran as an "Insurgent."
Tbe democratic delegation in the low¬

er house waa renominated in a body,
with the exception of Representstlte
Touvelle, of tbe Fourth district, wbo
was not a candidate.

Sixty-lirst Congress.
SENATE

When the railroad bill was taken up
today the amendment offered by Senator
Snfth (rep., Mich.) was tfap pending
question. It tubstitutea the House pre¬
vision relating to the brioging and de-
tense of suits in enforcing orders of tbe
Interstate Commerce Commission for
that oflared by Senator Cummins and
the clause in the pending measure.
Tbe amendment was critic'z^dst some

length by Sanator Dolliver, who favored
tbe retention of existing law.

Senator Hughe?, (dem., Colo.) became
angered at an intimation from Senator
Rayner, that an amendment offered by
him was against the shippers and for the
benefit of the railroads. He denounced
the insinuation that he was aligned with
any special interests and said each an

allegation was unwarranted.
It was explained by Mr. Rsyner that

he bad not questioned the motives of Mr.
HugheB and that bis reference did not
apply te the Hughes but to the Stnoot
amendment.

HOUSE.
Today is calendar* Wednedday and

the House is considering an act to
amend the organic law of Hawaii.

Roosevelt Calls on Kiog
London, May 18..For tbe second

lime in three days Mr. Roosevelt today
called on King George at Marlborough
House. Mrs. Roosevelt accompanied
Mr. Roosevelt, It being her first presenta¬
tion to the king. The audience with the
kiDg lasted half an hour.

Reading proof on tbe book of his Afri¬
can bunt, a two-hourb'drive in tbe parks
and the return of the call of King Frede¬
rick of Denmark, were among the diver¬
sions today of Mr. Roosevelt.

Charged with Stealing a Beefsteak.
Richmond, Vs., May 18.John!

Johns, alias "Nick Graves," was ar¬
rested here today charged with stealing
a beef stea*, valued at 85 cents, and
when searched at the police station was
found to have eight cheoks signed with
the names of prominent business men of
Richmond. Tbe lattsr all deny any
knowledge of tie checks Johns does
not know how to read or wrlta and die-
claims any knowledge of how the checks
came into his possession.

Virginia News.
The Grand Lodge, Knights of Honor,

of Virginia, met at Murphy's Hotel In
Richmond this morning to be In session
throughout the day. Delegates from all
parts of the ttite are present.

Sir. Moses Ezeklel, the sculptor who
gave the nrw Jefferson statue to the Uni¬
versity of Virginia, Is expected at Char-
io t'-sville in a short time and will sUy for
the ujveiling.
The alumni association of tha Univer¬

sity College of Medicine in Richmond,
which was recently burned, bos as¬

sumed all responsibility for the raising
of funds for the rebuilding of the insti¬
tution.
The Stratford Hotel at Petersburg,

yesterday made an assignment, Liabili¬
ties are estimated at 110,000, All pro¬
perty, real and personal, ia to be dis¬
posed of to satisfy liens and claims. This
hotel waa recently purchased for $85,000.
Former Judgs Edward Mason Spil-

man died at bis home iu Warrentou
yesterday aged 87, after a brief Illnesa.
Judge Spilman was a prominent mem¬
ber of the Virginia bar and a judge of
the ccuaty couit. He ia survived by
11 children.

Messrs. Davis & Davis, Washington
patent attorneys, report the grant, this
week, to citizens of this at&te, of the fol¬
lowing patent*: August Brantz, Rich¬
mond, chalk sharpening device; Ohas,
J. Mackerey, Newport News, valva for
steam-traps and the like.

RED MEN.
The Great Council, Independent Or¬

der of Red Men, opened in Newport
News today, and will continue through¬
out Thursday.
An informal reception wbb held at the

Newport Hitel last night.
Today Mayor Maryus Jones welcomed

the visitors to the city and there was
ether speeoh making.

Tonight tbe big parade of Red Men
will be held. Norfolk and Portsmouth
Red Men will attend iu large numbers,
a special steamer having been chartered
to tike them t) Newport News. The
Red Men of Hampton, York and Ellzi-
beth City counties also will come In
large numbers to take part in tbe parade,
Thursday will be given over to tbe bual-j
nejs sesaiooB of the convention and that
evening the guests will be taken on a

trolley ride to Hampton and O'd Point.
The Alexandria representatives at tbe

ccuacil are Walter S. Nloklio, the grest
sachem, who will be the presiding of-
ficera: J William May, of Seminole
Tribe, No. 35, and A, J, Batcher, of
Osceola Tribe, No. 1.

POSrAL SAVINGS BANKS.
After weeks of inactice deadlock, fol¬

lowed by other weeka of consideration,
conference and compromise, the House
postal savings bank bill, as favored by
the republican members of the com-
mittee on postoffices and post roads, was
introduced to the House yesterday by
Representative Gardner of New Jersey.
The bill will now be considered by the
full committee and passed upon by the
Republican caucus, after which it will
be taken up in the House. The caucns

probably will be held next week. The
Democrat# of the committee have had
nothing to do with the making of the
bill.

s

TOO TALL AND TOO WIDE.
When George T. Watterson, 22 years

of age, six fast six inches tall and
weighing 350 pounds, appeared at the
San Antonio naval recrnitlng station in
Texas, and asked to be enlisted, Frank
R, 3iegel, the officer iu charge, nearly
fainted. Reading of the regulations bad
no effect on tbe applicant; hp waa going
to enlist in spite of tbe surplus avolrdu-
pola, since be was physically fit other*
wiee. Siegel had his dcubti, tut Wat¬
terson insisted that be be examined. He
was fouod physically perfect, and an ef¬
fort is beiDg made to see whether the
weight limits can be stretched that Wat-
tenon may become a tar.

New York Stock Market.
New York, May 18..Prices in th#

majority of issues showed declines rang¬
ing from i-S to 1-2 at the opening of the
stock market today, but at the end of
fifteen minutes a steady tone prevailed.
The market wta intensely dulJ and there

was no change in prices from the early quota¬
tion.

ALL A HE FOOD CONSUMERS.
"The congestion of immigrants In the

cities where tbey are consumers in one of
the first reasons for high prices. Ciose to
a million of tiem will omeio this year;
90 per cent of them will be consumers ss

distinguished from producers of food pro¬
ducts." This ssseitlon was made by Orm-
by McHarg, former aesiatai t secretary of
the Department of Commerce and Labor
at the opening of the ff.'teentb EDt.ua!
meeting of the National Association of
Manufacturers at the Waldorf-Astoria
in New York on Monday afternoon.
"Many of our farmers are going to

the citiis, and a great many others t)
the Canadian northwest under special
inducements from Canada. This makes
the advantage of the immigrant going to
the form apparent," be oonticusd.

"Spend the price of a bat ieship a year
In placing cur immigrants around and
we will reap a national profit of untold
millions. The government spends ou

the army and navy about $340,0Q0,000
annually and on the Agricultural De¬
partment only $18,000,000. The gov¬
ernment gives liberally to mainUin two

great national schools, wbich have for
their purpose the training of young men
to art of destruction. There ia nothing
qaite so apparently 'oollsh as this done
even upon a cracker farm in the moun¬
tains of the south."
Most of the a-'t^moon's session was

devoted t) the Immigration problem and
ti mloglstlc speeches of the late James
VV. Vancleave, former president of the
association.

BITTER ATTACK ON TAFr.
In a statement given out in Washing-

tin last night Gilbert M. Hitchcock, of
Nebraska, the democratic congressman
whose sensational speech in the House
last December practically forced through
the resolution ordering the B-tliinger-
Glavis investigation, reviews the "dit-
jraceful" developemenla that have fol¬
lowed and deolares that "such a history
of suppression, evasion and falsification
in high places has never before been
known in pub'ic life." He deolares
that in the defense of Bellinger "there
has been committed the most wicked
sacrifices of public servants, and directly
attacks tbe president, asserting that "if
ever there wbb a man drunk with power
to the point of folly, he is the one."

In his statement Mr. Hitchcock says:
"Tne disgraceful development? in the

Ballinger investigation within tbe last
few days have astounded even those who
took an aotive part ia etarting the in-
vestigstion.
"At that time the most aggressive crit¬

ics of the administration were not dis¬
posed to condemn the President person¬
ally as much as they were anxious to
rid his administration and the public ser¬
vice of a Cabinet officer charged with ad¬
ministering the Land Office in the in¬
terest of the spoliators of the public landB.
We wer.i slow to involve the President
in the conspiracy, even thou^i it involv¬
ed his administration.
"Also in his defense there have been

committed most wicked sacrifices of pub¬
lic servants.
"Whom the gods would destroy they

first make mad. Presideht Taft appar¬
ently is marked for their wrath. If ever
there was a man drunk with power to
the point of folly, he is the one. Rather
than give up Ballinger he is willing to in¬
volve his administration in every imagin¬
able scandsl and resort to every trick and
subterfuge of manipulation. He is will¬
ing to sacrifice auy number of good and
faithful servants rather than to leave this
member of his Cabinet to the hands of
justice."

CONGRESSIONAL.
Praet:oally no progress was made In

the Senate yesterday ou tbe railroad bill.
There was no vote on any amendment).
Numertm new amendments wereoflered.
An amendment, offered by Senator Cum¬
mins, to give to tbe attorney general
tbe conduot of the defense In court of
cases brought by railroads to test the
validity of orders by the Interstate Com¬
merce Commission, was under consider¬
ation. The allowance of $3,000 a year
for expenses to eaoh member of the
court of commerce was stricken cut and
members of that court put on an equal¬
ity with regard to compensation and
allotranoes with the circu't court judges.
Several amendments were offered includ¬
ing tbe physical valuitloD of railroads
and their property and tbe placing of
telephone and telegraph companies under
the control of tbe Interstate commerce
commission.

General debate on the sundry civil ap¬
propriation bill occupied the entire time
of the House yesterday, and practically
no legislative business was accomplished.
Tbe subject discussed raDged from tbe
tariff and the tariff board to cotton
futures aud tbe neutrality of the Panama
oanal.
Campaign speeches were the order of

tbe day. Representative Underwood
accused the President and Cbairmnn
Tawney, of the appropriation committee,
of conspiring not tn give publicity to
tbe facts relating to the collection of tbe
corporation tax.

THE INCOME TAX.
After an all-day fight, renewed last

night wit1! vigor, tbe New York Senate

pissed Senator Daveopoit's rrsolution
ratifying tbe federal income tax resolu¬
tion by a vote of 2G to 20 It lacked
one vote of the necessary 26 for several
miDUtes, during which Senator Brack-
ett'a name was called twice. On the
third call he csit the deciding vote for
tbe resolution.

This probably means that same steps
will be taken looking toward -a renewal
of the income tax fight In tbe assembly.
Speaker Wadawortb, who dominates the
rnlea committee, will use bis utmost ef¬
forts to hold the Davenport resolution In
that body, and it will be necessary to
muster one hundred votes to discharge
this committee.

Coleman Sentenced
Boston, Mass., May 18.George W.

Coleman, former clerk in tbe National
City Bank of Cambridge, was sentenced
to 15 years at the Franklin Ocuntry jail
and bouse of correction at Greenfield,
Mass., by Judge Clarence Hile, in the
United States Circuit Court here today,
Coleman had pleaded guilty to an indict¬
ment charging him on 78ccuots of mis¬
application of $309,000 of the fuods of
the bank and also ofmsking false entries
in tbe ledger and cssb books of that in-
ititntion.

Seven Men Drowned.
St. Petersburg, May 18.By the cap-

Biziog of a boat today in tbs Dnieper
river, near Alexandrovsk, Ekaternoslav
province, where seven of the ninety
workmen aboard tbe boat were drowned.
The boat itrock a rock.

©EME&ALD
Ifthe Stork came in May

If Old Mr Stork brought your j
friend into this world some i
month of May.
You ought to get hira or her

an Emerald. For.
"Who first beholds the light

of day
In Spring's sweet tiow'ry

month of May,
Shall wear an Emerald all

through life."

And best of all.Emeralds are
so reasonable in price tbat you
can afford them as gifts, or to
wear yourself
We want you to see the rich

deep coloredEmeralds we have i"
here. All sizes, shapes and
prices to suit every taste and
purse.

Saunders & Son,
629 King Street.

FOR RENT.
p\ES[RABLE HOUSE. 6 ro^ms, cellar,

water, side alley. large yaril. $10 a month.
Immediate ro>session. Addrtss Desirable
House, Gazette Office. may13 at

MONEY TO LOAN at live per cent wim¬
ple intercut on city or county property in and
around Alexandria.Seven and oae half years,
time given on loan. Loan can be repayed in
installments if you chose stopping interest.
Iioans are made in full valuation of real
estate or we will buy you a lot and bnild a
house for you See our Mr. flirjrrHve at The
Rammel, THURSDAY. May 26th, there on
thftt date only. Don't forget ihf date.
THE NATIONAL UOMK PORri-fA9ING

AS30CIA '''. N..INC.
1301 east Main street, Ri< ho:oiid, Viu

__mayl7_td
ANTED,.Manager for Uian u«>iliee in

** Alexandria, conduction buMiou un<t
loin business, Man with experience in life
insurant# or brokerage bti-ioess preferred.
Apply THURSDAY, May 26th,'o N. P. liar-
grave, "The Rammel," Alexandria, Va.
mayl7 td

ROOMS FOR RKNT.
I ARGPI, airy, well furnished ROOMS fot

rent, without board. One block from
trolley cars on Washington street. Address
"X Y Z." Care Postman Nail*, city,
may16 3l*

VJ O'J'It'E. Having quaHlijd as executor of
k ^ the estate of MARY II. JA N'T, dtcea>e.l,
all persons having claims Bgainst the sail!
estate are hereby notified to p.-^sent the siuji.-
to me duly verified fir H8tileuii?iU, and all
persons indebted to Fa d estate are hereby
notified to make prompt payment of their
indebtedness to me.

.SAMUEL II LUST.
may!7lOt Executor.

ILEXAMIi!
You have appreciated the frood
services ol the Cameron Dairy
Lunch and now that our suc¬
cess is assured, we add another
handsome fixture to our busi
ne«s.

We say a great deal to this com¬
munity and we now give em¬
phasis to our window an¬
nouncements through an elab¬
orate netting We keep our
Lunch up to a high standard so
that it shall merit many nice
things you say of it.

Cameron
DAIRY LUNCH.

Open all night. 905 King street.

raylS lw

Army of Rats Flees Fire
Summit, N. J., May. 18.Thin city i«

threatened with nn invasion of rafp, ue-
cause boys net &fuo the city's dumpiog
grcuad Sunday. The Htmts spread and
worked deep let) the math ol refusr.
A force of men, under the direction of
Street Superintendent Oc-ks, ffui^lit Ibn
flames all dav Monday and resumed I ho
battle yesterday moroing The dunnp wn=»
the home of handredn of thousand* of ra'f,
and the streams of KKter and the burning
waste eeot them scurrying in ail direc¬
tions. Several thousand of ihe rodents
were killed. It is feared that not only
city dwellers here, but farmers through¬
out all thiB section, will suffer from the
icraslnn of hungry rat", as they are

great travelers.

Culpeper Monument
Harrisbug, Pa.. May 18 .A oneunce-

ment is made by the Stale Culppper
Monument Commission that it has cboHcn
a pyramid, crowned with polished ball,
as the design for Pennsylvania's memo¬
rial to her sons who are turled upon tho
battlefield at Culpeper Oourt Hcu-e,
Virginia.
The memorial will be cxeruted in

Westerly granite, and tbe contract has
been awarded to Ihe Smith Granite Com¬
pany, of Weflterly, R. I. The pyramid
will be mere than twenty-four feet high,
aod the ball will be five fee' in diameter.
Tbe coet will be about $8,000.

It is estimated that, of the 1,300
federal rfficers and men luried U Cu1-
peper, 300 are sons of Pennsylvania;
110 of them have been identified.

Lif® Fight With Maniac
Sl. Lculs, May 18.Locked in a room

of tbe Planters' Hotel in a despertfa
fight with a supposed maniec, Becjrmin
S. Wilson, a wholesale clothing mi rcbaot
of Philadelphia, narrowly escaped death
yesterday. Wilson wss sealed at a table
wrlltlng to his wife, when a stranger
entered tbe room, he noticed the man

seemed demect?d, and was terrified
when tbe visitor locked tbe doer behind
bim, after once leaving the rccm srd
returning. The man (ben attacked Wil-
jon, and a battle enaaed, which only
ceased when botel attaches forced their
way into tbe hcked room. Tbe rann

rave his name as John D. Porter, of
Toplio, Mo , and was sent to tbe obs"'-
ratlon ward et tbe Oity Hospital. Ha
augbed gleefully in reply to all qnea.
;ioofl.


